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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: AIR AFRIQUE 
REF: A) DAKAR 260, B) STATE 285043 

1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES REPORT CONTAINED REFTEL AND 
CONFIRMS THAT TALKING POINTS PROVIDED REFTEL B REMAIN 
VALID FOR USE WITH PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE. 

2. NEW YORK WOULD BE AN ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVE POINT TO 
MIAMI. AS GATEWAY FOR THE ANTILLES ROUTE. HOWEVER, AS 
EMBASSY MAY RECALL, DURING LAST ROUND OF TALKS USDEL 
PROPOSED THAT THE ANTILLES BE INCLUDED ON AIR AFRIQUE’S 
NEW YORK ROUTE AND THE SENEGALESE REJECTED IT. OUR 
CONCERN WITH THE ANTILLES ROUTE IS BASED PRINCIPLY ON 
THE INCLUSION OF TWO US POINTS IN THE TOTAL ROUTE PACKAGE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FOR AIR AFRIQUE. REGARDLESS OF SECOND POINT LOCATION (IN 
ADDITION TO NEW YORK), WE WOULD STILL HAVE ESTABLISHED 
AN UNDESIRABLE PRECEDENT WITH RESPECT TO OTHER COUNTRIES 
AS DISCUSSED SEPTELS. 

3. ALSO, AS INDICATED IN REFTEL B, IT IS OUR PRACTICE 
TO CONSIDER FOREIGN ACCESS TO US POINTS IN TERMS OF 
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CORRESPONDING BENEFITS GAINED FOR US AVIATION INTERESTS. 

POTENTIAL ECONOMIC BENEFITS GAINED BY AIR AFRIQUE IN 
SERVING NEW YORK ARE DISPROPORTIONATELY GREATER THAN 
BENEFITS GAINED BY PAN AM IN SERVING DAKAR, I.E., BY 
BEING ABLE TO SERVE NEW YORK, AIR AFRIQUE OBTAINS ACCESS 
TO A FAR LARGER PASSENGER/CARGO MARKET THAN PAN AM DOES 
BY BEING ABLE TO SERVE DAKAR. BY THIS REASONING, THERE- 
FORE, WE WOULD SEE LITTLE JUSTIFICATION IN AUTHORIZING 
AIR AFRIQUE TO SERVE NEW YORK AT ALL. WE PERMIT SUCH 
SERVICE BECAUSE IT IS CONSISTENT WITH OUR BROADER GOALS, 
AND BECAUSE PAN AM IS ABLE TO ENJOY A REASONABLE AMOUNT 
OF FIFTH FREEDOM TRAFFIC RIGHTS BEYOND DAKAR. 

4. THE EMBASSY MAY ALSO POINT OUT TO THE SENEGALESE 
THAT OUR WILLINGNESS TO GRANT GOS A ROUTE TO A POINT 
BEYOND NEW YORK IN CANADA, IS A CONSIDERABLE DEPARTURE 
FROM OUR STANDARD PRACTICE TO DENY SUCH RIGHTS IN THE 
ABSENCE OF DEMONSTRATED SIGNIFICANT DEMAND FOR AIRLINE 
SERVICES BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES IN QUESTION. OUR READI- 
NESS TO GRANT SUCH RIGHTS IN THIS CASE IS AN INDICATION 
OF OUR CONSIDERATION FOR THE SPECIAL NATURE OF AIR 
AFRIQUE. 

KISSINGER 
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